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ABSTRACT

The B.E.A.R.S. Project - Bear Education, Awareness and Research in Slovakia - is an
initiative of the Slovak Wildlife Society designed to reduce bear-human conflicts and
hence support efforts to ensure the long-term survival of bears in the Western Carpathian
Mountains. The main aim is to foster understanding and acceptance of bears, with an em-
phasis on providing information as well as practical help on how to prevent problems.

Since the project was launched in 2003, several activities have been completed or are
underway. A teaching manual called “In the tracks of bears” has been published and dis-
tributed to those involved in working with children aged 6-16 years, at primary and se-
condary schools, youth clubs, centres for free time, scout groups and State Nature Con-
servancy staff across all regions of Slovakia with bears. A full-colour A2 wall calendar fe-
aturing “A year in the life of a bear” has also been produced, along with various other
educational materials. A photographic exhibition and seminars and lectures for pupils and
teachers have been held.

A project website with both Slovak and English language versions has been set up at
www.medvede.sk (“medvede” is the Slovak word for bears). The site is intended to be a
tool to raise awareness of bears, reduce negative feelings and so promote better co-exis-
tence. In addition to basic information on the biology of the brown bear as well as of the
other seven species of bears worldwide, the site offers the best available information ba-
sed on scientific research in Slovakia and elsewhere, comparison with situations in other
countries, proven methods to reduce or prevent problems with bears and much more. The
main target groups are school children, students and young adults, teachers and journa-
lists as well as others living, working or visiting areas with bears. Because reports on tele-
vision and in newspapers are often sensationalised and present a distorted view of bears
that influences public opinion and levels of acceptance, a section on news and comment
has been included to provide a more complete and accurate picture.

In addition to further seminars, lectures, a “Bear Camp” and an art/literary competi-
tion for children, activities planned for 2005-06 include the installation of bear-proof re-
fuse containers and the production of a Slovak version of the video “Staying safe in bear
country”.

The B.E.A.R.S. Project has been financially supported by the World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWF), Alertis - fund for bear and nature conservation and The World Society for
the Protection of Animals (WSPA).
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Uvop

So zvySenim pocetnosti medveda hnedého (Ursus arctos L.) na Slovensku v druhej
polovici 20.storo¢ia, vzrastli aj konflikty medzi ¢lovekom a medvedom. Uroveii vedo-
mosti obyvatelov a turistov ako sa treba spravat na tzemi s vyskytom medveda je nizka.
Nebezpecnd situdcia nastane, napr. ked je nedbalo uloZend potrava ¢i odpadky. Negativne
stranky medveda st Castokrdt v sprdvach, ¢o u Tudi vyvoldva strach. Tento stav je pre
medveda ohrozujici, pretoZe verejnost by sa mohla prestaf zaujimat o ochranu medveda.

Na tito situdciu reagovala SWS - Spolocnost pre vyskum, vzdeldvanie a spoluZitie s
prirodou projektom B.E.A.R.S. - ,,Vzdeldvanie, informovanost a vyskum medvedov na
Slovensku* - na podporu dlhodobého preZitia medvedov v Zapadnych Karpatoch. Hlada-
nim spdsobu ako zniZovat konflikty, poskytnutim informécii a praktickou pomocou, ako
sa vyhnit problémom, by sme chceli zvysit vedomosti a akceptovanie medvedov.

S projektom sme zacali v roku 2003 prieskumom verejnej mienky o medvedoch, vl-
koch a rysoch (WECHSELBERGER et al. 2005) ndsledne po konferencii o problémovych
medvedoch a vydani zbornika (RicG & BALEKOVA 2003). Zistili sme neutrdlne aZ pozitiv-
ne postoje vo¢i medvedom (obr. 1). NajCastejSou odpovedou na otdzku preblémov ma-
nazmentu medveda bol uvddzany nedostatok informdcii a problémy s Tudmi. Viac ako
90% respondentov prejavilo zdujem dozvediet sa viac o velkych Selméch.
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Obr. 1 Odpovede miestnych obyvatelov (n = 1 108) na otazku, ,,To, Ze sii na Sloven-
sku medvede je zI¢, dobré, alebo ani dobré ani zI16?¢
Fig. 1 Responses of local residents (n = 1 108) to the question, “That in Slovakia the-
re are bears is good, bad or neither good nor bad?”
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Cielom projektu je:

- zvysit toleranciu a pochopenie medvedov na Slovensku

- podporovat ochranu medvedov a ich prirodzenych biotopov

- zvy$it vedomosti verejnosti o tom, ako byt v bezpec¢i na tzemi s vyskytom medvedov
- poskytnut najlepsie informécie ziskané vedeckym vyskumom

- povzbudit aktivny zdujem deti a mladeZe o prirodu

- prispief k vedeckému vyskumu medvedov

- zlepsit kvalitu ddajov, ktoré budu k dispozicii pre manazérov, média

- otestovaft, nainStalovat a propagovat preventivne opatrenia

AKTIVITY

Vyskum a monitoring:

- prieskum verejnej mienky

- Stddium ekolégie medveda

- monitorovanie a vycislenie konfliktov medzi medvedom a ¢lovekom
- vypracovanie stratégie zredukovania konfliktov

Prevencia a obmedzovanie $kod:
- sposoby ochrany hospodarskych zvierat
- ndvrh a instaldcia medvedom nedostupnych kontajnerov

Povedomie verejnosti, vzdeldvanie a informacie:

- webova stranka

- besedy pre ucitelov

- stibor metodicko-didaktického materidlu pre ucitelov (BEikovA & RicG 2004)
- slovenskd verzia filmu ,,Ako byt v bezpec¢i na dzemi s vyskytom medvedov*
- tdbor ,,Medvede a priroda“ a dalSie aktivity v teréne pre deti a mladez

- vystavy fotografif a umeleckych diel s ndu¢nym textom o medvedoch

- literdrno-vytvarné sitaZe pre deti a mladez

- prezentacie a besedy pre dospelych a deti

- informacné letaky

- pravidelny kontakt s novindrmi

- kalendare, pohladnice, samolepky, tricka

Webova stranka

Bola vytvorena stranka projektu na internete v slovencine aj v anglictine na adrese:
www.medvede.sk. Tato strainka md byt prostriedkom na zvySenie povedomia o medve-
doch, redukovanie negativnych pocitov ludi vo¢i medvedom a podporenie lepsieho spo-
luzitia. Okrem zdkladnych ddajov o biolégii medveda hnedého ako aj o ostatnych sied-
mich druhoch vo svete, stranka pontka najlepsie dostupné informécie zaloZené na vedec-
kom vyskume na Slovensku a inde, porovnanie so situdciou vo svete, overené metddy
ako redukovat a predchddzat problémom s medvedmi a rézne vzdeldvacie pomdcky.

Hlavnou cielovou skupinou su Ziaci $kdl, Studenti a mladez, ucitelia, novindri, vy-
skumnici a manaZéri ako aj ostatni, ktor{ Ziju, pracuji alebo navstevuji oblasti s vysky-
tom medvedov. Sucastou stranky su spravy a komentére, ktoré maju za tlohu poskytovat
vyvazenejsi a presnejsi pohlad ako je astokrat prezentovany v televizii a v novinovych
¢lankoch.

93



Plany do budiicnosti

- roz§irif posobnost nasich vzdeldvacich aktivit a materidlov

- pokracovaf s podporovanim preventivnych opatreni

- zvysit dosah na miestnych obyvatelov, novindrov a ostatné skupiny

- zaCat vyskum vyuZivanim kamery, telemetrie a genetickej analyzy

- hladaf sponzorov a partnerov pre spominané aktivity na Slovensku aj vo svete

PODAKOVANIE

Projekt B.E.A.R.S. v rokoch 2003-06 sponzorovali: WWF Dénsko c/o WWF Danu-
be-Carpathian Programme Office vo Viedni, ako aj organizacia Alertis - fund for bear and
nature conservation, WSPA, The Slovak Wildlife Society s programom ecotourizmu
“Wolves, Bears & Eagles”, I. Sherlock, M. Cornish, Reproservis Liptovsky Mikulds, The
British Trust for Conservation Volunteers, The People’s Trust for Endangered Species. Za
asistenciu pri realizdcii projektu patri podakovanie tymto fudom: K. So6§, M. Kacian, S.
Betkova st., L. Betko, E. Tyson, M. Wechselberger, L. Dudovd, K. Laucikové, J. Dvorska,
1. Sabolovia Sisakov, zool6govia a environmentélni pracovnici z narodnych parkov pre-
dovietkym M. Hubkov4, T. Kizek - SAZP, R. Medal - Centrum environmentalnych akti-
vit, Tren&in, M. Kassa - SOP SR, R. Pado - OZ Tatry, Spolo¢nost Safety in Bear Country
a vSetci dobrovolnici.

LITERATURA

BetkovA S. & RiGG R. 2004: Po stopiach medvedov. Slovak Wildlife Society, Liptovsky
Hradok.

RicG R. & BaLekovA K. 2003: Komplexné rieSenie problému synantropnych medvedov
(Ursus arctos). Sloboda zvierat, Bratislava.

'WECHSELBERGER M., RiGG R. & BETKOVA S. 2005: An investigation of public opinion abo-
ut the three species of large carnivores in Slovakia: brown bear (Ursus arctos),
wolf (Canis lupus) and lynx (Lynx lynx). Slovak Wildlife Society, Liptovsky
Hradok.

94



